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Appendix 4 Excluded studies and studies with high risk of bias 

 

References Exclusion reason/ 
High RoB 

Abd ATS, Abu-Zaid M, Aboelhawa M, Elmorsy S. The effect of combined 
pregabalin and duloxetine in functional status, quality of life and psychological 
status in fibromyalgia2019; 78: p. 123‐. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
01995446/full. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Abd Elghany SE, Al Ashkar DS, El-Barbary AM, El Khouly RM, Aboelhawa 
MA, Nada DW, et al. Regenerative injection therapy and repetitive transcranial 
magnetic stimulation in primary fibromyalgia treatment: A comparative study. J 
Back Musculoskeletal Rehabil. 2019;32(1):55-62. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.3233/BMR-181127. 

Not relevant 
intervention 

Abdel Fattah YH, Elnemr R. Efficacy of pregabalin as a monotherapy versus 
combined pregabalin and milnacipran in the management of fibromyalgia. 
International Journal of Rheumatic Diseases. 2020;23(11):1474-80. Available 
from: https://doi.org/10.1111/1756-185X.13953. 

High risk of bias 

Abou-Raya A, Abou-Raya S, Faiez R. Multidisciplinary care in the management 
of fibromyalgia: a randomized controlled trial2013; 72. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
01011523/full. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Abou-Raya A, Abou-Raya S, Helmii M. Effect of oral coenzyme Q10 
supplementation on clinical symptoms and oxidative stress in fibromyalgia 
patients: a randomized trial2014; 73. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
01009572/full. 

Not relevant 
intervention 

Abou-Raya S, Abou-Raya A, Khadrawi T. Efficacy of naltrexone in the 
treatment of fibromyalgia: randomized controlled trial2013; 72. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
01011524/full. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Acosta-Gallego A, Ruiz-Montero PJ, Castillo-Rodriguez A. Land- and pool-
based intervention in female fibromyalgia patients: A randomized-controlled 
trial. Turk J Phys Med Rehabil. 2018;64(4):337-43. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.5606/tftrd.2018.2314. 

Too short follow-
up 

Adsuar JC, Del Pozo-Cruz B, Parraca JA, Olivares PR, Gusi N. Whole body 
vibration improves the single-leg stance static balance in women with 

Too short follow-
up 
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fibromyalgia: a randomized controlled trial. J Sports Med Phys Fitness. 
2012;52(1):85-91. 

Affaitati G, Costantini R, Fabrizio A, Lapenna D, Tafuri E, Giamberardino MA. 
Effects of treatment of peripheral pain generators in fibromyalgia patients. Eur J 
Pain. 2011;15(1):61-9. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ejpain.2010.09.002. 

Not relevant 
outcome 

Ahmed M, Aamir R, Jishi Z, Scharf MB. The Effects of Milnacipran on Sleep 
Disturbance in Fibromyalgia: A Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-
Controlled, Two-Way Crossover Study. J Clin Sleep Med. 2016;12(1):79-86. 
Available from: https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.5664/jcsm.5400. 

Too few 
participants 

Alamo MM, Moral RR, Perula de Torres LA. Evaluation of a patient-centred 
approach in generalized musculoskeletal chronic pain/fibromyalgia patients in 
primary care. Patient Educ Couns. 2002;48(1):23-31. 

Too few 
participants 

Albers J, Jakel A, Wellmann K, von Hehn U, Schmidt T. Effectiveness of 2 
Osteopathic Treatment Approaches on Pain, Pressure-Pain Threshold, and 
Disease Severity in Patients with Fibromyalgia: A Randomized Controlled Trial. 
Complementary Med. 2018;25(2):122-8. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1159/000464343. 

Too few 
participants 

Albertoni Giraldes AL, Salomao R, Leal PD, Brunialti MK, Sakata RK. Effect of 
intravenous lidocaine combined with amitriptyline on pain intensity, clinical 
manifestations and the concentrations of IL-1, IL-6 and IL-8 in patients with 
fibromyalgia: A randomized double-blind study. Int J Rheum Dis. 
2016;19(10):946-53. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1756-185X.12904. 

Not relevant 
intervention 

Alegre C, Barcelo M, Jardi R, Rodriguez-Frias F, Camprubi S. alpha1-
Antitrypsin in fibromyalgia: results of a randomized, placebo-controlled, double-
blind and crossover pilot trial. Musculoskelet. 2012;10(3):178-83. Available 
from: https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1002/msc.1000. 

Too few 
participants 

Alegre C, Barceló M, Jardí R, Rodríguez-Frias F, Camprubí S. α1-Antitrypsin in 
Fibromyalgia: Results of a Randomized, Placebo-Controlled, Double-Blind and 
Crossover Pilot Trial. Musculoskeletal Care. 2012;10(3):178-83. Available from: 
https://doi.org/10.1002/msc.1000. 

Too few 
participants 

Alentorn-Geli E, Padilla J, Moras G, Lazaro Haro C, Fernandez-Sola J. Six 
weeks of whole-body vibration exercise improves pain and fatigue in women 
with fibromyalgia. J Altern Complement Med. 2008;14(8):975-81. Available 
from: https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1089/acm.2008.0050. 

Too few 
participants 

Alev A, Mihriban A, Bilge E, Ayca E, Merve K, Seyma C, et al. Effects of whole 
body vibration therapy in pain, function and depression of the patients with 
fibromyalgia. Complement Ther Clin Pract. 2017;28:200-3. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ctcp.2017.06.008. 

Too few 
participants 

Alfano AP, Taylor AG, Foresman PA, Dunkl PR, McConnell GG, Conaway 
MR, et al. Static magnetic fields for treatment of fibromyalgia: a randomized 
controlled trial. J Altern Complement Med. 2001;7(1):53-64. 

Not relevant 
intervention 



  3 (75) 
 

Ali A, Njike VY, Northrup V, Sabina AB, Williams AL, Liberti LS, et al. 
Intravenous micronutrient therapy (Myers' Cocktail) for fibromyalgia: a placebo-
controlled pilot study. J Altern Complement Med. 2009;15(3):247-57. Available 
from: https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1089/acm.2008.0410. 

Too few 
participants 

Allen R, Sharma U, Barlas S. Clinical Experience With Desvenlafaxine in 
Treatment of Patients With Fibromyalgia Syndrome. Clin. 2017;6(3):224-33. 
Available from: https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1002/cpdd.271. 

Not relevant 
intervention 

Almeida TF, Roizenblatt S, Benedito-Silva AA, Tufik S. The effect of combined 
therapy (ultrasound and interferential current) on pain and sleep in fibromyalgia. 
Pain. 2003;104(3):665-72. 

Too few 
participants 

Alparslan GB, Babadag B, Ozkaraman A, Yildiz P, Musmul A, Korkmaz C. 
Effects of music on pain in patients with fibromyalgia. Clin Rheumatol. 
2016;35(5):1317-21. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10067-015-3046-3. 

Too few 
participants 

Altan L, Bingol U, Aykac M, Koc Z, Yurtkuran M. Investigation of the effects 
of pool-based exercise on fibromyalgia syndrome. Rheumatol Int. 
2004;24(5):272-7. 

Not a relevant 
comparison 

Altınbilek T, Terzi R, Başaran A, Tolu S, Küçüksaraç S. Evaluation of the 
effects of neural therapy in patients diagnosed with fibromyalgia. Turkish 
Journal of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation (2587-0823). 2019;65(1):1-8. 
Available from: https://doi.org/10.5606/tftrd.2019.1931. 

Too few 
participants 

Alvarez-Nemegyei J, Negreros-Castillo A, Nuño-Gutiérrez B, Alvarez-Berzunza 
J, Alcocer-Martínez L. Ericksonian hypnosis in women with fibromyalgia 
syndrome2007; 45(4): p. 395‐401. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
00699759/full. 

Not in the 
specified languages 

Alves CR, Santiago BM, Lima FR, Otaduy MC, Calich AL, Tritto AC, et al. 
Creatine supplementation in fibromyalgia: a randomized, double-blind, placebo-
controlled trial. Arthritis Care Res (Hoboken). 2013;65(9):1449-59. Available 
from: https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1002/acr.22020. 

Too few 
participants 

Amanollahi A, Naghizadeh J, Khatibi A, Hollisaz M-T, Shamseddini A-R, Saburi 
A. Comparison of impacts of friction massage, stretching exercises and 
analgesics on pain relief in primary fibromyalgia syndrome: A randomized 
clinical trial. Tehran University Medical Journal. 2013;70(10):616-22. 

Not in the 
specified languages 

Amer-Cuenca JJ, Pecos-Martin D, Martinez-Merinero P, Lluch E, Nijs J, Meeus 
M, et al. How Much Is Needed? Comparison of the Effectiveness of Different 
Pain Education Dosages in Patients with Fibromyalgia. Pain Med. 2019;04:24. 
Available from: https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1093/pm/pnz069. 

High risk of bias 

Amirova A, Cropley M, Theadom A. The effectiveness of the Mitchell Method 
Relaxation Technique for the treatment of fibromyalgia symptoms: A three-arm 
randomized controlled trial. International Journal of Stress Management. 
2017;24(1):86-106. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1037/str0000017. 

Too short follow-
up 
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Anderberg UM, Marteinsdottir I, von Knorring L. Citalopram in patients with 
fibromyalgia--a randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled study. Eur J Pain. 
2000;4(1):27-35. 

Too few 
participants 

Anderson AJ, Winkler AE. Benefits of long-term fibromyalgia syndrome 
treatment with a multidisciplinary program. Journal of Musculoskeletal Pain. 
2006;14(4):11-25. 

Not relevant study 
design 

Anderson FJ, Winkler AE. An integrated model of group psychotherapy for 
patients with fibromyalgia. International Journal of Group Psychotherapy. 
2007;57(4):451-74. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1521/ijgp.2007.57.4.451. 

High risk of bias 

Andrade A, Torres Vilarino G, Guimarães Bevilacqua G. What Is the Effect of 
Strength Training on Pain and Sleep in Patients With Fibromyalgia? American 
Journal of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation. 2017;96(12):889-93. Available 
from: https://doi.org/10.1097/PHM.0000000000000782. 

High risk of bias 

Andrade CP, Zamuner AR, Forti M, Tamburus NY, Silva E. Effects of aquatic 
training and detraining on women with fibromyalgia: controlled randomized 
clinical trial. Eur J Phys Rehabil Med. 2019;55(1):79-88. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.23736/S1973-9087.18.05041-4. 

Not relevant 
intervention 

Andrade CP, Zamuner AR, Forti M, Tamburus NY, Silva E. Effects of aquatic 
training and detraining on women with fibromyalgia: controlled randomized 
clinical trial. Eur J Phys Rehabil Med. 2019;55(1):79-88. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.23736/S1973-9087.18.05041-4. 

High risk of bias 

Andres-Rodriguez L, Borras X, Feliu-Soler A, Perez-Aranda A, Rozadilla-
Sacanell A, Montero-Marin J, et al. Immune-inflammatory pathways and clinical 
changes in fibromyalgia patients treated with Mindfulness-Based Stress 
Reduction (MBSR): A randomized, controlled clinical trial. Brain Behav Immun. 
2019;80:109-19. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbi.2019.02.030. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Ang D, Hilligoss J, Stump T. Mast cell stabilizer (ketotifen): implications for the 
pathophysiology of Fibromyalgia2014; 15(4): p. S76‐. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
01010924/full. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Ang DC, Chakr R, Mazzuca S, France CR, Steiner J, Stump T. Cognitive-
behavioral therapy attenuates nociceptive responding in patients with 
fibromyalgia: a pilot study. Arthritis Care Res (Hoboken). 2010;62(5):618-23. 
Available from: https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1002/acr.20119. 

Too few 
participants 

Ang DC, Hilligoss J, Stump T. Mast Cell Stabilizer (Ketotifen) in Fibromyalgia: 
Phase 1 Randomized Controlled Clinical Trial. Clin J Pain. 2015;31(9):836-42. 
Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1097/AJP.0000000000000169. 

Not relevant 
intervention 

Ang DC, Jensen MP, Steiner JL, Hilligoss J, Gracely RH, Saha C. Combining 
cognitive-behavioral therapy and milnacipran for fibromyalgia: a feasibility 
randomized-controlled trial. Clin J Pain. 2013;29(9):747-54. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1097/AJP.0b013e31827a784e. 

Too few 
participants 
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Ang DC, Kaleth AS, Bigatti S, Mazzuca S, Saha C, Hilligoss J, et al. Research to 
Encourage Exercise for Fibromyalgia (REEF): use of motivational interviewing 
design and method. Contemp Clin Trials. 2011;32(1):59-68. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cct.2010.08.014. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Angst F, Brioschi R, Main CJ, Lehmann S, Aeschlimann A. Interdisciplinary 
Rehabilitation in Fibromyalgia and Chronic Back Pain: A Prospective Outcome 
Study. Journal of Pain. 2006;7(11):807-15. Available from: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpain.2006.03.009. 

Not relevant study 
design 

Ansari A, Mathur R, Jain S, Bhattacharjee M. Study of effect of slow frequency 
repeated transcranial magnetic field on modulation of pain in fibromyalgia 
patients2013; 14(4 suppl. 1): p. S67. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
01027798/full. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Ansari A, Mathur R, Jain S, Mukherjee K. Repeated transcranial magnetic 
stimulation relieves pain in fibromyalgia patients: an electrophysiological 
approach to evaluate pain2014; 210: p. 179. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
01057509/full. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Arakaki J, Jennings F, Estrela G, Da CV, Natour J. Benefits of strengthening 
exercises with the aid of SWISS ball in patients with fibromyalgia: a randomized 
controlled trial2013; 72. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
01011512/full. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Arakaki SJ. Strengthening exercises using a swiss ball improve symptoms and 
muscle performance of patients with fibromyalgia: a randomized controlled 
study2013; 65: p. S891‐. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
01011709/full. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Aravena V, García FE, Téllez A, Arias PR. Hypnotic intervention in people with 
fibromyalgia: A randomized controlled trial. The American journal of clinical 
hypnosis. 2020;63(1):49-61. Available from: 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00029157.2020.1742088. 

High risk of bias 

Arcos-Carmona I, Castro-Sánchez A, Matarán-Peñarrocha G, Gutiérrez-Rubio 
A, Ramos-González E, Moreno-Lorenzo C. Effects of aerobic exercise program 
and relaxation techniques on anxiety, quality of sleep, depression, and quality of 
life in patients with fibromyalgia: a randomized controlled trial2011; 137(9): p. 
398‐401. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
00812530/full. 

Not in the 
specified languages 

Ardic F, Ozgen M, Aybek H, Rota S, Cubukcu D, Gokgoz A. Effects of 
balneotherapy on serum IL-1, PGE2 and LTB4 levels in fibromyalgia patients. 
Rheumatol Int. 2007;27(5):441-6. 

Not relevant 
intervention 

Argoff CE, Clair A, Emir B, Whalen E, Ortiz M, Pauer L. Prior Opioid Use 
Does Not Impact the Response to Pregabalin in Patients With Fibromyalgia. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 
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Clin J Pain. 2016;32(7):555-61. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1097/AJP.0000000000000232. 

Argoff CE, Emir B, Whalen E, Ortiz M, Pauer L, Clair A. Pregabalin Improves 
Pain Scores in Patients with Fibromyalgia Irrespective of Comorbid 
Osteoarthritis. Pain Med. 2016;17(11):2100-8. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Armagan O, Tascioglu F, Ekim A, Oner C. Long-term efficacy of low level laser 
therapy in women with fibromyalgia: a placebo-controlled study. Journal of 
Back & Musculoskeletal Rehabilitation. 2006;19(4):135-40. 

Too few 
participants 

Arnold L, Arsenault P, Huffman C, Patrick J, Messig M, Chew M, et al. Once 
daily controlled-release pregabalin in fibromyalgia patients: a phase 3 double-
blind, randomized withdrawal, placebo-controlled study2013; 65: p. S1222. 
Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
01063344/full. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Arnold L, Mease P, Silverman S. Pregabalin: an alpha2-delta (alpha2-delta) 
ligand for the management of fibromyalgia. Am J Manag Care. 2010;16(5 
Suppl):S138-43. 

Not relevant study 
design 

Arnold L, Sarzi-Puttini P, Arsenault P, Khan T, Bhadra BP, Clair A, et al. 
Pregabalin improves fibromyalgia symptoms in patients with fibromyalgia and 
comorbid depression receiving antidepressant medication: results from a 
randomized, 2-way crossover, double-blind, placebo-controlled study2014; 15(4 
suppl. 1): p. S74. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
01058714/full. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Arnold L, Sarzi-Puttini P, Arsenault P, Khan T, Brown P, Clair A, et al. Efficacy 
and safety of pregabalin in patients with fibromyalgia and co-morbid depression 
receiving concurrent antidepressant therapy: a randomized, 2-way crossover, 
double-blind, placebo-controlled study2013; 65(12): p. 3321‐2. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
01063284/full. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Arnold L, Zhang S, Pangallo B. A randomized, double-blind comparison of 
duloxetine 30 mg once daily (QD) and placebo in adult patients with 
fibromyalgia2011; 63(10 suppl. 1). Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/doi/10.1002/central/CN-
01032720/full. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Arnold LM, Arsenault P, Huffman C, Patrick J, Messig M, Chew M, et al. 
Corrections to: Once-daily controlled-release pregabalin in the treatment of 
patients with fibromyalgia: a phase III, double-blind, randomized withdrawal, 
placebo-controlled study. Curr Med Res Opin. 2017;33(4):795-6. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03007995.2017.1292446. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Arnold LM, Arsenault P, Huffman C, Patrick JL, Messig M, Chew ML, et al. 
Once daily controlled-release pregabalin in the treatment of patients with 
fibromyalgia: a phase III, double-blind, randomized withdrawal, placebo-

Not relevant study 
design 
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controlled study. Curr Med Res Opin. 2014;30(10):2069-83. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1185/03007995.2014.928275. 

Arnold LM, Blauwet MB, Tracy K, Cai N, Walzer M, Blahunka P, et al. Efficacy 
and safety of ASP0819 in patients with fibromyalgia: Results of a proof-of-
concept, randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled trial. Journal of Pain 
Research. 2020;13:3355-69. Available from: 
https://doi.org/10.2147/JPR.S274562. 

Not relevant 
intervention 

Arnold LM, Chatamra K, Hirsch I, Stoker M. Safety and efficacy of 
esreboxetine in patients with fibromyalgia: An 8-week, multicenter, randomized, 
double-blind, placebo-controlled study. Clin Ther. 2010;32(9):1618-32. Available 
from: https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.clinthera.2010.08.003. 

Duplicate 

Arnold LM, Clauw DJ, Wohlreich MM, Wang F, Ahl J, Gaynor PJ, et al. 
Efficacy of duloxetine in patients with fibromyalgia: pooled analysis of 4 
placebo-controlled clinical trials. Prim. 2009;11(5):237-44. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.4088/PCC.08m00680. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Arnold LM, Emir B, Murphy TK, Zeiher BG, Pauer L, Scott G, et al. Safety 
profile and tolerability of up to 1 year of pregabalin treatment in 3 open-label 
extension studies in patients with fibromyalgia. Clin Ther. 2012;34(5):1092-102. 
Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.clinthera.2012.03.003. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Arnold LM, Emir B, Pauer L, Resnick M, Clair A. Time to improvement of pain 
and sleep quality in clinical trials of pregabalin for the treatment of fibromyalgia. 
Pain Med. 2015;16(1):176-85. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1111/pme.12636. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Arnold LM, Gendreau RM, Palmer RH, Gendreau JF, Wang Y. Efficacy and 
safety of milnacipran 100 mg/day in patients with fibromyalgia: results of a 
randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled trial. Arthritis Rheum. 
2010;62(9):2745-56. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1002/art.27559. 

Not relevant 
intervention 

Arnold LM, Hess EV, Hudson JI, Welge JA, Berno SE, Keck PE, Jr. A 
randomized, placebo-controlled, double-blind, flexible-dose study of fluoxetine 
in the treatment of women with fibromyalgia. Am J Med. 2002;112(3):191-7. 

High risk of bias 

Arnold LM, Hirsch I, Sanders P, Ellis A, Hughes B. Safety and efficacy of 
esreboxetine in patients with fibromyalgia: a fourteen-week, randomized, 
double-blind, placebo-controlled, multicenter clinical trial. Arthritis Rheum. 
2012;64(7):2387-97. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1002/art.34390. 

Not relevant 
intervention 

Arnold LM, Hudson JI, Wang F, Wohlreich MM, Prakash A, Kajdasz DK, et al. 
Comparisons of the efficacy and safety of duloxetine for the treatment of 
fibromyalgia in patients with versus without major depressive disorder. Clin J 
Pain. 2009;25(6):461-8. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1097/AJP.0b013e318197d4e4. 

Not relevant study 
design 
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Arnold LM, Lu Y, Crofford LJ, Wohlreich M, Detke MJ, Iyengar S, et al. A 
double-blind, multicenter trial comparing duloxetine with placebo in the 
treatment of fibromyalgia patients with or without major depressive disorder. 
Arthritis Rheum. 2004;50(9):2974-84. 

High risk of bias 

Arnold LM, McCarberg BH, Clair AG, Whalen E, Thomas N, Jorga A, et al. 
Dose-response of pregabalin for diabetic peripheral neuropathy, postherpetic 
neuralgia, and fibromyalgia. Postgrad Med. 2017;129(8):921-33. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00325481.2017.1384691. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Arnold LM, Palmer RH, Ma Y. A 3-year, open-label, flexible-dosing study of 
milnacipran for the treatment of fibromyalgia. Clin J Pain. 2013;29(12):1021-8. 
Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1097/AJP.0b013e31828440ab. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Arnold LM, Pritchett YL, D'Souza DN, Kajdasz DK, Iyengar S, Wernicke JF. 
Duloxetine for the treatment of fibromyalgia in women: pooled results from 
two randomized, placebo-controlled clinical trials. J Womens Health (Larchmt). 
2007;16(8):1145-56. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 

Arnold LM, Rosen A, Pritchett YL, D'Souza DN, Goldstein DJ, Iyengar S, et al. 
A randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled trial of duloxetine in the 
treatment of women with fibromyalgia with or without major depressive 
disorder. Pain. 2005;119(1-3):5-15. 

High risk of bias 

Arnold LM, Sarzi-Puttini P, Arsenault P, Khan T, Bhadra Brown P, Clair A, et 
al. Efficacy and Safety of Pregabalin in Patients with Fibromyalgia and 
Comorbid Depression Taking Concurrent Antidepressant Medication: A 
Randomized, Placebo-controlled Study. J Rheumatol. 2015;42(7):1237-44. 
Available from: https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.3899/jrheum.141196. 

Too short follow-
up 

Arnold LM, Wang F, Ahl J, Gaynor PJ, Wohlreich MM. Improvement in 
multiple dimensions of fatigue in patients with fibromyalgia treated with 
duloxetine: secondary analysis of a randomized, placebo-controlled trial. 
Arthritis Res Ther. 2011;13(3):R86. Available from: 
https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.1186/ar3359. 

Not a relevant 
publication type 
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